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There is a time for everything and a season for every
activity under the heavens.

A time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant

and a time to uproot.

A time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down

and a time to build.

A time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn

and a time to dance.

A time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,

a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing.
A time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and
a time to throw away.

A time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and
a time to speak.

A time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a
time for peace.

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8



What can you say after 11 years as Children and Women's Ministries Director for the Trans-
European Division? Well, as it happens, a lot. When | first came to the Division office my very
first appointment was to Lithuania, where | held a KID training. | was so nervous as it was my
first trip. But the people in Lithuania were wonderful to me and | made some friends for life.

In those 11 years | think the thing | have loved the most is meeting people and seeing that you
have made a difference by visiting them. | know during COVID we have stayed connected
through zoom, and that really has been a gift, but meeting face to face is something different.
You get energy from personal encounters, bouncing off one another and sharing ideas and
encouragement.

My time at the TED has been especially exciting because of the people | met. | have made
many friends, who | didn't even know 11 years ago, and they are friends for life now. | don't want
to start naming people because you always forget someone and say later, | wish | had added
them. But many | have written to, to thank them and invite them to visit me in the Netherlands.
My life will be different now. But | am still going to be working for the Lord, albeit in a different
way. Firstly, | can do what | want when | want and how | want. That's the great thing about being
retired. You can pick and choose the things that excite you. | am already working on ideas of
what | can do and have been praying about it a lot so that | do what God wants. That has always
been my way of doing things. | have received many little nudges from God, and | am grateful
for that. When you follow His lead, you do what is right and are blessed by it.

| just want to add a word of thanks for all those | had the privilege to work with. Who have made
my life easier, by picking me up at the airport, taking me to the hotel, by inviting me into their
homes, taking me out for a meal, for showing me the sights? All these little acts of kindness
have made my work amazing. Also, | have seen over the years the endless hours of dedication
of my Union, Conference, Mission and even local church, counterparts. Those who work
diligently for the Lord without looking for glory but giving glory to God. Thank you, thank you,
thank you.

May God richly bless you as you embark on the next 4 years with Karen Holford, who | know
will do an amazing job and will inspire, connect, and bless each of you.

Thank you, my friends, blessings to you all.

Clair
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TRANS-EUROPEAN DIVISION JUNE 2021

IRELAND, SCOTLAND
& WALES WOMEN'S

RETREAT
Samantha Fessel

The Women's Ministries Department Leaders of the 3
Missions - Ireland, Scotland, Wales - in the BUC, ran the

1st ever Virtual Women's Retreat on the 11th-13th June

g
X

incorporating the Women's Emphasis Day using the THE 3 MISSIONS WOMEN'’S MINISTRIES

PRESENT

theme “"Come See the Saviour of the World",
The First Speaker on Friday night was Cedrene Botha
speaking from the Scottish Mission, reminding the

Ladies of the special invitation that is extended to us all

e H VI RTU H l WEEI(END
Sabbath started with a Bible study on the “Captive

Maid" which was done in small groups via the online INCLU DI’NG

platform. This evoked interesting discussions about the WOMEN'’S

character, influence and witness of the Maid in 2 Kings EMPHASIS DAY
5:1-19. Following this Clair Sanches-Schutte, the TED

Womens, & Childrens Ministries Director spoke to the
ladies about the Samaritan Woman in John 4
continuing the admonition and encouragement of
accepting the invitation and the impact of sharing that COME SEE THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORL
invitation with others. In the afternoon Clair gave the
ladies a quiz & an object lesson sharing the benefits of
flowers and plants to our physical and mental
wellbeing aswell as reminding us again of the love God
has for us as His Daughters.

Sunday saw the ladies take part in a virtual exercise

class delivered by Lilian Cooper from the Irish Mission

with a final challenging message presented by Melanie

Mckenna about the need to have a life that reflects

MELANIE MCKENNA  CEDRENE BOTHA  CLAIR SANCHES-SCHUTTE
Ted Women's Ministry

share that “special” invitation with all those around us. Director

Christ, the need to step out of our comfort zones and

Throughout the weekend from across the 3 Missions,
there were numerous testimonies, musical special

. FRIDAY SUHDAY T M E
Items, prayers and even special messages to the FRIDAY 11TH JUNE - 7PM-8:30PM
Ladies from Heather Dawn Smalls the GC Womens ] ] ] SABBATH 12TH JUNE - 10AM-4:30PM
Ministries Sponsor aswell as Sharon Platt-McDonald SUNDAY 13TH JUNE -  10AM-12PM
the BUC Womens Ministries Director.
N TWENTY Twmnr ONE i
The feedback from the event has been positive and we THE 3 MISSIONS WOMEN'S MINISTRIES

give God thanks that although we have all had various

challenges during this worldwide pandemic, and
although we have all needed to adjust to a lot of
changes over the last year, there has still been many
positives and opportunities made available to us - this
being one of them. It was a historic event for the ladies
from Scotland, Wales & Ireland enabling them to
worship together. God continues to bless us through
His Word and God definitely delivered a Spirit -Filled

weekend to all those in attendance.
PAGE 6
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TRANS-EUROPEAN DIVISION JUNE 2021

GREEK MISSION
WOMEN'S TRAINING
SEMINAR 2

Liana Gulyas

Our Greek Mission Women's Seminar Training 2, took
place at the Riviera Hotel in Athens, Greece on 21st -
23rd of February. 25 Women attended from different
parts of Greece. Our guest speaker was Clair Sanches-
Schutte, the TED Women's ministry director, who
shared a very interesting and relevant topic about the
issues she faced as a women in leadership. The
atmosphere was very uplifting and we felt the Spirit of
God was present, so that our heart and mind could be
focused on the useful skills that was being presented.

The highlights of the seminar were the Wheel of
purpose and the group discussions. The Wheel of
purpose showed us the simple but profound process

for woman to become a follower of Christ. It starts with
befriend, belong, become and believe, with emphasis D
on the befriend and belong before you believe.

In the group discussions we spoke about Women's
ministries, the women in Bible, their living conditions,
how to study the Bible (using psalm 23) and ending
with an important issue the women's worth. The
discussions were very constructive and helped us to
think about how we view ourselves, God and those

around us. -
) ’
’ ]
We received very positive feedback from all that . '
attended, the women felt blessed and loved that the ]
seminar encouraged them to be more confident about
themselves and their calling. _
A ’ . .
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She is clothed with strength and dignity; she
can laugh at the days to come. She is clothed .
with strength and dignity, and she laughs

— without fear of the future. Strength and ~
- honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice
~ in time to come. N
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Women's Ministries is going through a big change. Not only-de-we have a new leader for the
Trans-European Division (see article about Karen Holford) but of the 13 Division's we have-9
new leaders coming in. Even the General Conference is not exempt. Raquel Arrais, associate
director of Women'’s Ministries, is also leaving and will take up a new position in Korea at the
Northern Asia Pacific Division. There she will be director of children, women, family and
Shepherdess International. She willbe greatly missed at our head office. Caroline, Marli,
Danijela, Raisa, Lisa, Dinorah and Premila are either retiring or have-net-been re-elected.

As Trans-European Division we know the tireless work these leaders have done in their
territories and personally | will miss many of them as we have worked together for a number
of years. Itis God's-wark and we trust and pray that women everywhere will be inspired to do
their best for God. We wish all the new incoming-leaders inspiration and blessings from
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Happiness, Optimism, Peace, Excited &
|  Healing, Optimism, Preservation, Eternity

Harmony, Quireach, Prayer, Eternity
health oppartunities for people everywhere

Group 10: Happiness, Obedience,
perseverence, endurance
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We enjoyed breakout rooms wh
meaning of HOPE to us in an acron
formed from each letter) for e
Obedience, Perseverance and Eveé
letters of HOPE
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From Valerie Fidelia to
Everyone

Thank God for Zoom, because
without it we would nat have
had this blessing. Thank you

Heather-Dawn: Hope anchors the soul







It's lovely to meet you and | am really looking forward to working with you very soon!
I thought that you might like to know a little bit about me.

I'was born in Bradford, Yorkshire, in the north of England. My parents and grandparents were all
Adventists. | grew up in the sixties and seventies and went to a lovely church that was very ahead
of its time, with a cafe church and a strong intergenerational worship ethos. Even though our
church was like one big and caring family, | was so shy that | would hide after Divine Service so that
| didn't have to speak to anyone!

| wrote stories to read in church, and, before | was ten, | had started writing news items about
church events for the local paper in my home town of Coventry. | enjoyed writing so much that |
decided | wanted to be a writer when | grew up!

I left school and trained as an occupational therapist, specialising in the rehabilitation of people
with brain injuries. Then | met Bernie, who was just about to go to Andrews University to finish his
MDiv. After spending 4 weekends visiting each other, he asked me to marry him. So we went to
Andrews University, one week after we were married, as poor, unsponsored students. Once at
Andrews University | decided to study for an MA in Educational and Developmental Psychology.

We returned to the UK and had three children Bethany, Nathan and Joel. The oldest two are now
married, and Beth has three children under 10, so | am enjoying being a grandma! God also
opened up some unexpected opportunities to write and | have written books on family life,
relationships, parenting, and creative worship.

My husband, Bernie, is very busy as a local church pastor of two churches and about 450
members. We've now been married for more than 37 years. We used to work in family ministries at
the South England Conference and we both studied for our MSc In Family Therapy. Last year |
completed an MA in Leadership from Andrews University. So | have quite mixed educational
background! But God brought all of the different studies together to help me in my work in Family
Ministries. What looked like a jumbled mess has been the perfect combination for my current
work, and it will also be helpful for working with the Women and Children’s departments too.

I'am an introvert, but fortunately | no longer hide after church, because | eventually learned how to
talk to people! | love to write, be creative, surprise people with kindness, go for long walks in

nature, and take photographs.

I'am really looking forward to meeting you too, and learning from you all!
Blessings of love and peace to you,

Karen Holford








