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Albanian Mission

Thechildrenof the communitieswhere our congregationsserveare the ignition enginefor the future of
our churchesin Albania; therefore, local churchescontinuallydevelopSabbathschoollessonswhere our
little oneslearnmore aboutDƻŘΩǎplanof salvationthroughBiblestories. In addition,severalprogrammes
andactivitieshavebeendevelopedduringthe presentyear,asper below.

VacationBibleSchool

KindergartenFestival

How wonderful it is to see a dream come true! We thank God for
providingthe opportunity to contribute in a wholistic educationfor
the childrenof Albaniathrough AdventistKindergartenin Tirana. A
Festivalof Talentswas organizedin Tirana Central Churchwhere
children from the kindergartenand their parentsvisited our church
for the first time and participated in a lovely and spiritual
programme.

Oneof our churchmemberssaid:άLwasremindedof the versein the Biblethat says,"unlessyou change
and becomelike little children,you will neverenter the kingdomof heaven." It wasindeeda blessedand
wonderful experienceto listen the childrensinging,sayingpoems,and playingdramas. It hasbeenone of
the most beautiful programmeswe have enjoyed this year, and we are sure that the parents and the
churchmemberswerealsodelighted.έ



Festivalof Talents

The4th Festivalof Talentswasheld this yearin the city of Korca,
with the participationof childrenfrom the different churchesin
Albania, and the presence of the TED/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎMinistries
Director, Clair Sanches. Each church prepared a special
participation, while the programme was developed using the
mode of a local television news, where two girls served as

"I really like that my three childrencometo theseprogrammes,"expressedthe mother of three children,
"they learn the Bible'sstoriesin a very practicaland easyway, and the most important thing is that they
learn to put into practicewhat they are taught. I think that this way of teachingis very effective for my
children,they learnby playinganddoing,they will not forget it whenthey grow."

MessyChurch
Messychurchisalreadypart of the ongoingactivitiesin
two churchesin Albania,TiranaandDurres; this model
targetsthe unchurchedand involvesboth childrenand
their parents in an environment where creativity,
celebration and hospitality are the priority. Messy
programmesmeet once a month to provide people in
the community the opportunity to attend Churchin a
different environment.

We all canunderstandthat when the summerbreakbegins,the concernfor parentsalsobegins: what will
our kidsdo with all of their sparetime?Tryingto keeptheir childrenbusywhile schoolis off is not an easy
taskfor anyparent. Ourchurchin KorcahastheάǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴέof offeringVBSasanalternativeto the problem
and an outreach to the community. A missionarygroup from Brazil together with the TED/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ
Ministries Director, Clair Sanches,the local church youth and his pastor Delmar Reisprovided a well-
equipped staff in a safe environment where children loved to attend and partake on the numerous
activitiessuitable for their age group. The environmentwas filled with games,songs,Bible storiesand
severalactivitiesfor the childrenof the community. Youcanmakesurethey hada lot of fun together and
learnedmoreaboutJesusandHisword.

the news presenters. The programme was full of beautiful songs, musical presentations, poems,
dramatizations,paintings,art, anddynamicsdirectedby ClairSanches. Thesermonwaspreachedby oneof
the girlswho closedby makingan appealto shareDƻŘΩǎword with other childrenandtheir parents. In the
end, eachchild receiveda watering canand a smallplant from which they shouldtake careof and give
away to someoneelse,during the time the plant grows, the child will developa closer friendshipwith
his/her friend; subsequently,theywill invite them to a specialprogrammeat their localchurches.
"My heart rejoicesto seethe children active in the church, it remindsme of my childhoodwhen I was
baptized; sincethen, Jesusand Hischurchhavealwaysbeenpart of my life. It is my desirethat all these
childrengrow in wisdomandstatureto Godandmen,aschildJesusdid," concludedtheŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎdirector
at the AlbanianMission.



Pathfinders

Pathfinderclubsare an ongoingmovement in some
of our churches in Albania; they have regular
meetings where they are fulfilling requirements
accordingto their classes; kidsand teensget excited
as they advancegetting honour patches for each
modulethey achieve. SomePathfinders,for example,
have completedmoduleson biking, cooking,knots,
first aids,storytelling,ironing,amongothers.

Pathfinders/AdventurersCamporee2019άwŜƧƻƛŎŜwith DƻŘέ

The organizers,ClarissaEspanaand Samira Goncalves,praise the Lord for the 4th Pathfinders
camporeein Albania. Thisyearthe camporeewasdifferent from the previousones,sincethe children
did not participate with their local church but were mixed with the children of other churchesby
άŎƻƭƻǳǊǘŜŀƳǎέso eachgroup wasmixed. Asprerequisiteswere attendingthe camp,the pathfinders
had to completethe classcalled"Companion." Theydid a communityservice,read the book Stepsto
Christ,memorizedthe 10 commandmentsand learnedby heart the 27 booksof the New Testament,
besidesTheLord'sprayeramongothers.
Duringthe camporee,they performedintensephysicalactivitiessuchasswimming,knots,fire making,
cookingoutdoors, different sports, and severalchallenginggames. At the same time, the smallest
children formed their Ϧ!ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǊΩǎŎƭǳōέΣas they also participated in their own activities,suchas
swimming,cookingandlearningmoreabout the Bible. At the endof the camporee,all pathfindersand
adventurersthat completedall the signaturesgot their honour patches,asthey closedthe ceremony
committingto run the racein 1 Corinthians9:24.

The highlight of this event was the baptismal ceremonyheld on Sabbath,where Pr. Delmar Reis
baptizedoneof the pathfinders. Thenewlybaptizedexpressedafter comingout of the waters:άbƻǿI
havetwo birthdays; Jesusis in my heart; I am so happyǘƻŘŀȅΗέThirteenmore pathfindersaccepted
the call to preparefor baptismin the future. All in one voiceconcludedthe ceremonysingingthe well
knowsong;άLhavedecidedto followWŜǎǳǎέ.

SandaThomollari, the Elbasanpathfinder leader expressedά¢ƘŜtŀǘƘŦƛƴŘŜǊΩǎcamporeewas a great
experience. It was touchingto seechildrengetting eachday more eagerand excitedto learn about
God and His word. Everythingwas both interesting and educational,and there was an excellent
proportionof organizedactivitiesandfree time. Childrenof my churchareexcitedto continuemeeting
eachother duringthe yearfor Pathfinderclubactivities.έ

AdventistKindergartenopensits door in Tirana!

The Seventh-day AdventistChurchin Albaniawas officially establishedin 1994, and it is one of the
youngestchurchesin Europe; sincethen, the Churchdid not haveany educationalinstitution, lacking
the opportunityto offer the newgenerationsanalternativeoption in termsof Christianschooling.



Formanyyears,parentshad expressedthe desirefor their childrento receivea holistic teachingin a
Christianenvironment; nevertheless,the fulfilment of that dreamseemedto beverydistant.
ά¢ƘŜǊŜshouldbe schoolsestablishedwhereverthere is a churchor companyof believers;έthis advice
made ADRAAlbania and the Albanian Mission to combine efforts to seekDƻŘΩǎguidance and
provisions to make this dream come true. They had the vision to start the establishmentof a
kindergartenin Tirana,creating an opportunity to teach the children the Christianprinciples,core
valuesandacademicalknowledge.

Asa result,Godansweredtheir prayersandprovideda preciousgroupof volunteersanddonorsfrom
the Churchin Wahroonga, Australia led by Pr. Alban Matohiti and Colin Raymond. They took the
challengeof transformingand remodellingan existingbuilding at the ADRAcompoundinto a new
facility suitablefor a modernkindergartenenvironment. Furthermore,all the necessaryfurniture and
materials for the procedureof the classeswere to put in place; last but not least, the Ministry of
Educationprovidedthe operationalkindergartenlicenseto start runningthe academicyear. Wepraise
andthankGodfor Hisprovisions!
It is with great joy andgratitudeto Godto inform that the AdventistKindergartenin Tiranaopenedits
doors to the communityfor the schoolyear 2018-2019. Godmadepossibleto seethis dreamcome
true by providingus with a wonderful and professionalstaff, beautiful facilitiesand a lovely groupof
children. Tenchildrenwere initially registeredin the first month and five more in the following days.
Thekindergartendirector,EldaBashkim, said:ά²Ŝareexcitedabout this initiative andexpectingmore
children in the months to come; and more parentshavealreadyconfirmedto comeon board soon,
pleasejoin usin prayersfor morechildrento registerat the AdventistKindergarten.έ
TheADRADirectorandthe AlbanianMissionofficialsexpressedtheir gratitudeto Godandthe Church
at all levels for their prayers and ongoing support; they stated that with DƻŘΩǎguidanceάǘƘŜ
kindergartenwill be a pioneering,leading,and caringChristianinstitution, where the staff will teach
our childrenwith integrity and reliability by nurturing their spiritual, intellectual,physical,emotional
and socialdevelopment,facilitating their transition to primary school.έThisproject aims to provide
educationto around35 Albanianchildrentargetingto createanexcellentenvironmentunder the care
of experiencedandaffectionateteachers.

TiranaAdventistKindergartenis now part of the worldwideAdventistEducationsystem,andassuchit
will endeavourto meet the needsof both the Churchfamiliesandthe communityofferingthe children
and their parents the opportunity to experiencea deeper relationship with God at personaland
community level. Thisis just a smallstep; there are still many needsand challengesto face,but we
trust that God will continue to provide through His merciesand people who wholeheartedlywill
contribute with their prayersand/or resourcesto this causein Albania,aswe alreadystart dreaming
abouta primaryschoolin future, whynot? Pleasejoin usin yourprayers.


