Internship Resource Sheet # 13

Public Evangelism
Ministerial Function:

A public evangelistic program, in this manual, is a series of at least six consecutive advertised lecture / preaching meetings for the public, with the purpose of leading the public to accept Jesus as their Saviour, place their confidence in the Bible, follow the teachings of the Bible and eventually join the membership of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Method:

The teaching of this significant skill should involve discussion, the supervisor (or public evangelist) modeling the skills to the intern, debriefing, the intern ‘doing’ the skill (being observed by the supervisor), debrief and evaluation, the intern further experimenting with this skill (whilst being observed by the supervisor), further debriefing and evaluation. 

Discussion:

1. Aims and objectives of  Public Evangelism and this particular series

2. The ‘lostness’ of humanity without Jesus Christ

3. Planning [It should include, but not be limited to: Conference support & approval, local church(es) support & ownership, steering committee formation, budget, advertising, demographics, etc.]
4. Style of program & introductory topics

5. Length of series

6. Selection of speaker(s)

7. Visitation

8. Attendance incentives, resumes

9. Sequence of topics

10. Venue selection, frequency of meetings, time of meetings etc.

11. Special features within the meetings e.g. children’s programs, displays etc.

12. Building bridges to home Bible studies

13. Follow-up and nurture

14. Opportunities and resources provided by the Institute of Public Evangelism

Resources:

· The Institute of Public Evangelism, South Pacific Division.

· Lon Allison & Mark Anderson, Going Public With the Gospel: Reviving Evangelistic Proclamation, InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, Illinois, 2003. [ISBN 0 - 8308 – 1365 – 9]

· Mark Finley, Persuasion: How to Help People Decide For Jesus, Ministerial Association General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, Silver Spring, 1994. [ISBN: not applicable]

· Michael Green, Evangelism Through the Local Church, Hodder & Stoughton, London, 1990. [ISBN 0 - 3405 – 6126 – 2]

· Nick Pollard, Evangelism Made Slightly Less Difficult, Inter-Varsity Press, Leicester, 1997. [ISBN 0 - 85111 – 181 – 5]

· Louis R. Torres, Gaining Decisions for Christ: A How-to Manual, Review and Herald Publishing Association, Hagerstown, 2001. [ISBN: 0-8280-1633-X]

· Lyle E. Schaller, Assimilating New Members, Abingdon Press, Nashville, 1992. [ISBN 0 - 687 – 01938 – 9]








