Internship Resource Sheet # 20

Building Community in the Church
Ministry Function:
The ability to involve and draw all members into warm, caring fellowship by social involvement at church level, and belonging and sharing at the small group level.  
Method:  Should include discussion, modeling, application and reporting.
Areas for discussion:

1. Church social committee 

2. Social events as evangelistic and pastoral opportunities
3. Sabbath School classes and building community

4. Creating a place to belong – for new attendees and members

5. Pastor’s responsibility to social life

6. Secular – social vs. Religious – social

7. Social by age groups

8. Recreation or entertainment

9. Frequency and variety

10. Spontaneous sociability of small groups – and building community
11. Inviting non-members

12. Promotion

13. Small groups and community life

14. Community and the worship service

Resources:
· Robert & Julia Banks, The Church Comes Home, Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody, Massachusetts, 1998. [ISBN: 1-56563-179-X]

· Robert Banks, Paul’s Idea of Community The Early House Churches in Their Cultural Setting, Revised Edition, Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody, Massachusetts, 1998. [ISBN: 1-56563-050-5]

· George G. Hunter, Church for the Unchurched, Abington Press, Nashville, 1996. [ISBN: 0-687-27732-9]







