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N 2.3

Spiritual Gifts
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Is it important?

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do 
not want you to be ignorant.”

1Cor 12:1
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Biblical background
Romans 12:1-8
1Cor 12
Eph 4:1-16
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Biblical premise
Every member has a spiritual gift

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 

God’s grace in its various forms.”
1Pet 4:10
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Biblical premise
The church is a body and we are all important 

members of that body.
“For just as each of us has one body with many 
members, and these members do not all have 

the same function, so in Christ we, though 
many, form one body, and each member 

belongs to all the others.”  
Rom 12:4-5
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Definition

Spiritual gifts are divine abilities distributed 
by the Holy Spirit to each Christian according 

to the will of God for the well-being of the 
body of Christ.
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Resources
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SHAPED for ministry

“All men do not receive the same 
gifts, but to every servant of the 
Master some gift of the Spirit is 

promised.”
Christ’s Object Lessons p.327
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SHAPED for ministry

Spiritual gifts

Heart

Abilities

Personality

Experience
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Gifts directly mentioned

—

Rom 12 1 Cor 12 Eph 4

Prophecy Prophecy Prophecy

Teaching Teaching Teaching

Service Service Apostle

Giving Wisdom Evangelist

Leadership Knowledge Pastor

Mercy Faith

Healing

Miracles

Discerning of spirits

Tongues

Interpretation of tongues

Helps

Administration
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Gifts alluded to

—

Text Gift

1 Cor 7:7 Celibacy

1 Cor 13:3 Voluntary poverty

1 Cor 13:3 Martyrdom 

1 Peter 4:9 Hospitality

Acts 8:5-8 Exorcism

Acts 12:12 Intercessory prayer

Rom 11:13 Missionary
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Spiritual gifts
Design a spiritual gifts inventory to help your members 
discover their gifts.
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Heart
Another word for heart is passion.

The Bible encourages us to “serve the Lord with all 
your heart.” (1Sam 12:20)

When serving God from the heart we do it with 
enthusiasm and effectiveness
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Heart
Finding your passion:
1. When it comes to spiritual matters, what do you love 

talking about the most?  
2. What issues (ministries, needs, etc.) do you feel most 

passionate about? 
3. If there were no limitations or hindrances, I would love 

to do the following for God or others.
4. With what age group or type of people do you love to 

work most?
5. I think the area God has made me passionate about is....
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Heart
Abuse/Family Violence Health/Fitness Special Needs

Addiction Recovery Homeless Teaching

At-Risk Children Men’s Ministry Toddlers

Benevolence Ministries Music Ushers

Bereavement Organisation Visitation

Children Outreach Wedding Coordinator

College Pathfinders Women’s Ministry

Community Issues Picnics/Social Events Worship

Designing/Developing Prison Ministry Young Couples

Disaster Relief Repair Youth

Education Senior Adults

Financial Management Serving/Helping

Greeting/Welcoming Shut-Ins
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Abilities
These are the natural talents you are born with
• Your natural way of managing your life  
• How you interact with people
• What sort of environment you normally operate 

most happily in
• What sort of objects you normally work on
• Your style of doing things
• What motivates you to achieve
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Abilities
Administration Graphic Design Set-up/Tear-down

Arts/Crafts Landscaping Sewing

Athletics/Sports Maintenance/Repairs Sound System

Audio/Visual Musical: Vocal Strategic Planning

Catering Musical: Instrumental Technical Work

Computers/Technology Performing Arts/Drama Van/Bus Driver

Cooking Photography Vehicle Maintenance

Decorating Planning Trips or Events Videography

Drawing Plumbing Web Design

Facilities Management PowerPoint Writing 

Finance Public Speaking

Floral Arranging Secretary/Office Support
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Personality
Your personality will affect how and where you use 
your spiritual gifts. 
Personality can be plotted on 4 scales:

Introverted 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Extraverted
Controlled 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Spontaneous
Intuitive 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Sensing
Thinking 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Feeling
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Personality
How we relate to others:

Introverted 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Extraverted
Enjoy being with other 
people, but find that 
being with others 
emotionally drains 
them, so they need a 
certain amount of 
solitude to “recharge.”

Receive emotional 
energy from being with 
other people, and find 
that solitude drains 
energy from them. 
They need time with 
other people to 
“recharge.”



TED Elders Training Curriculum
Ministerial Association | General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists | Trans-European Division

Personality
How we structure our lives:

Controlled 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Spontaneous
Prefer outcomes to 
processes. Interested in 
structure, meeting 
deadlines, closure, 
moving on to the next 
thing. Tend to like 
checklists and plans.

Prefer processes to 
outcomes. More interested 
in “going with the flow” and 
“seeing what happens” 
than making schedules and 
meeting deadlines. Tend to 
lose their checklists and 
plans, but it doesn’t bother 
them! 
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Personality
How we take in information:

Intuitive 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Sensing
Often describe themselves as 
“innovative.” Like metaphor & 
imagery, and often understand 
complex ideas rather suddenly, 
“as a whole,” without knowing 
exactly how they know. Tend to 
be more interested in what 
“might be” rather than what 
“is.”

Often describe themselves 
as “practical.” They gather 
information bit by bit, and 
focus on facts, data and 
experience. Tend to be 
more interested in what “is” 
rather than what “might 
be.”
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Personality
How we make decisions:

Thinking 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Feeling
Focus more on facts, data, 
rules, and procedures than 
on how decisions will affect 
people.

Focus more on how a 
decision will affect other 
people than on facts, data, 
rules, and procedures. 
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Experiences
We have all been shaped by our experiences in life.
• Family – what did you learn growing up in your family?
• Educational experiences – what were your favourite 

subjects in school?
• Vocational – what jobs have you been most effective in 

and enjoyed most?
• Spiritual – what have been your most meaningful times 

with God?
• Ministry – how have you served God/church in the past?
• Painful – what problems, hurts, thorns and trials have you 

learned from?
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“Spiritual gifts can be effectively used as 
part of the life of the church, through 
careful planning and by establishing a 
system in the church that intentionally 
takes them into account.  By putting the 
right people in the right place for the 
right reasons, your church’s ministry will 
be more effective in advancing the cause 
of the kingdom.” p.139
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