Internship Resource Sheet # 31.1

Beyond Internship
This resource provides an opportunity to discuss issues related to relocating from one church to another.  

Areas for discussion:  

· Transition issues

· to another church

· for the family, spouse and children

· moving house

· new work relationship with the conference

· different support network

· Do’s and don’ts when 
· departing a church

· leave the issues behind

· don’t meddle with another pastor’s parish

· dealing with the grief of leaving

· entering another church

· priorities

· if possible, spend a few days with the previous pastor visiting Bible study contacts, and interests – then follow them up when you arrive
· visitation of church members to get acquainted – visit elders first, and church board members – ideally before the first Sabbath at the church.  (You can access the role and officer details from the conference – so you know who’s who.)
· earning the right to introduce change -- wait at least 6 – 12 months

· take time to understand the structure and culture of the church

· avoid speaking about your former church -- don’t compare the new church with the one you’ve left

· don’t entertain criticism of the former pastor (One day you will be the departing pastor.)
