Internship Resource Sheet # 5

Spouse’s Relation to Ministry
Suggestion:

This resource sheet does not seek to become prescriptive. The important issue is that the intern and spouse have come to a mutual understanding of their relationship in ministry, and the nature and extent of the spouse’s influence on and involvement in the intern’s ministry. 

Method:

Mainly discussion
Discussion:

· Spouse as a partner in ministry
· Spouse as a confidant to yourself [and members]
· Applying your spouse’s spiritual gifts and God given talents to best advantage

· Time for yourselves and personal space
· Ministering to your spouse and family

· Managing expectations of:
· church members
· intern

· intern supervisor

· children [if applicable]

· self

· others

· Managing the:

· telephone

· in the home

· the mobile phone

· computer

· email

· www

· Close friends

· The professional/career spouse

Resources:

· Lorna Dobson, I’m More Than a Pastor’s Wife, Authentic Living in a Fishbowl World, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 2003. [ISBN: 0-310-24728-4]

· Elizabeth George, A Woman’s High Calling, Harvest House Publishers, Eugene, Oregon, 2001. [ISBN: 0-7369-0327-5]

· Diane Langberg, Counsel For Pastors’ Wives, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 1988. [ISBN: 0-310-37621-1]

· H.B. London & N.B. Wiseman, Married to a Pastor: How to Stay Happily Married in the Ministry, Regal Books, Ventura, 1999. [ISBN: 0-8307-2505-9]
· Gloria L. Trotman, By Her Side: A Pastor’s Guide to Supporting His Wife, Published by Gloria Trotman (Calligrafix Ltd.), Trinidad & Tobago, 2003. [ISBN: 976-8193-19-0]








