Internship Resource Sheet # 16

Ministry to Erring Members

Function:  
The ability to administer church discipline as a redemptive ministry is a necessary pastoral skill.  This ministry is to members on the church roll who are involved in unethical practice, deviant behaviour or who have rejected the core doctrines of the church.

Method:  
Should include discussion and where appropriate/possible observation.

Discussion:
1. Defining Christian discipline, emphasising its redemptive nature.
2. Understanding Matthew 18:15-20.

3. Common objections to church discipline
4. Types of discipline in the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
a. Censure
b. Disfellowship
5. Identifying the categories that require discipline

6. Resignation and reinstatement
7. Visitation strategies

Resources:       
· Seventh-day Adventist Church Manual, 16th Edition, Review & Herald Publishing Association, Hagerstown, 2000. [ISBN: 0-8280-1598-8]
· Adams, Jay E., Handbook of Church Discipline, Zondervan,1986.

· Fowler, John, Adventist Pastoral Ministry, Pacific Press, 1990. (see pages 118-132).
· Gage, K & J, Restoring Fellowship: Judgement and Church Discipline, Chicago Moody Press, 1984.

· White J. & Blue, K., Healing the Wounded, IVP. 
· Wray, D. E., Biblical Church Discipline, Edinburgh Banner of Truth Trust,1978


