Internship Resource Sheet # 23

Church Growth – Planning & Strategy
Suggestion:

An examination of a recent demographic study [or Community Profile] of the district, with an analysis of the local church(es), would be a good basis for discussion.

Discussion:

1. Planning: short and long term

2. Visioning with the congregation(s)

3. Opportunities of needs based evangelism

4. Congregational needs for nurture and training programs

5. The eight essential elements for Natural Church Development

6. Evaluation

Resources:

· Institute of Church Ministry, Avondale College, provides Community Profiles

· Christian A. Schwarz, Natural Church Development: A Guide to Eight Essential Qualities of Healthy Churches, Direction Ministry Resources, Mt Gravatt East, Qld, 1996. [ISBN: not applicable]

· Michael Frost & Alan Hirsch, The Shaping of Things to Come: Innovation and Mission for the Twenty-first Century Church, Strand Publishing, Erina, NSW, 2003. [ISBN 1- 8768 – 2587 – 1] 

· Michael Green, Evangelism Through the Local Church, Hodder & Stoughton, London, 1990. [ISBN 0 - 3405 – 6126 – 2]

· Martin Robinson & Dwight Smith, Invading Secular Space: Strategies for Tomorrow’s Churches, Monarch Books, London, 2003. [ISBN 1- 85424 – 640 – 2]








