Internship Resource Sheet # 17

Ministry to Hurting Members
This ministry function focuses on the application of counseling skills to improve family life, and to understand and facilitate lifestyle changes and deal with personal problems.
Please note, while pastors may have knowledge of some of the issues, they should remember that unless formally qualified, they should not present themselves as counselors.  (In some countries, breaching this ethic may have legal ramifications.)

Areas for discussion:

1. Principles of counseling:
a. Biblical basis

b. Dynamics of referrals

c. Accepting people without accepting their actions

2. Family counseling

3. Grief counseling

4. Chemical abuse intervention

5. Counseling sexual deviants

6. Knowing when to refer

7. Developing a list of Christian counselors in the area

8. Boundaries in counseling

Recommended:
Attending a Basic Counseling Skills workshop.  (Contact the South Pacific Division Family Life Director.)







